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Multiple higher education bills
introduced in W.Va. Legislature

NEWS, 2

By KYLEE HURLEY

> Track and Field

THE PARTHENON
The West Virginia Legislature has
introduced a number of bills concerning higher education in the first days
of session.
Marybeth Beller, associate professor
and director of Masters in Public Administration, weighed in on higher education
legislation and its possible effects.
“I think we are going to continue
to see more and more bills regarding
higher education,” Beller said. “Part
of the problem with this is that we of
course are in the time of a budget deficit, but higher education is not required
to be funded.”
The introduction of bills like Senate
Bill 324 comes shortly after the proposed budget plan by Gov. Jim Justice.
The new governor discussed many
of the budget proposals for the upcoming year last week at his State of
the State Address.
The West Virginia State Budget Office
outlines what is included in the “Governor’s Budget Presentation to Finance
Committees FY 2018.”
According to the presentation found
on the West Virginia State Budget Office
website, the budget proposal included a
4.4 percent cut to West Virginia University and Marshall University.
The Executive Budget shows the cuts
for Marshall University will result to
nearly $2.8 million.
Beller said the legislature could
decide to not fund higher education
because they are not required, but they
also do not have to do what the governor proposed.
Beller also said that in concern to the
budget deficit and cuts, Marshall might
have to look at continuing to raise tuition.
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Sen. Mike Romano, D-Harrison, pictured right, is one of the two lead sponsors for Senate Bill 324, which would prohibit budget cuts to
higher education from the governor and the legislature.
“Any chance at developing our economy is going to rest on an educated
workforce,” Beller said.
Bills similar to SB 324 are being
introduced in the House and Senate concerning the issues facing
higher education.
The text of the bill can be found on
the West Virginia Legislature website,
where the piece of legislation’s purpose
is stated.
According to the bill itself, “The

purpose of this bill is to prohibit
the Governor and Legislature from
administering equal across-theboard budget cuts to all higher
education and to protect community colleges from disproportionate
budget cuts.”
Sen. Robert Beach, D-Monongalia
and Sen. Mike Romano, D-Harrison,
led the effort to prohibit the cuts as
lead sponsors of SB 324.
SB 324 was included in the

Upcoming events at Marshall

motion and was referred to the
Senate Judiciary Committee and
then to the Senate Finance Committee for consideration.
Beller also said students and parents
can call their representatives and voice
their opinions to their legislators on
concerns with higher education.
“Legislators respond to phone calls
and letters,” Beller said.
Kylee Hurley can be contacted at
hurley40@marshall.edu.

“The purpose of this
bill is to prohibit
the Governor and
Legislature from
administering equal
across-the-board
budget cuts to all
higher education
and to protect
community colleges
from disproportionate
budget cuts.”
> Senate Bill 324

Marshall safe space training for faculty, staff

> Winter Jazz Festival
10 a.m. Feb. 17 in Smith Music Hall
> Black Koffee: Black History Edition
6:30 p.m. Feb. 17 in the Student Center
> Bridal Expo
8 a.m. Feb. 18 in the Memorial Student Center
> Tyler Parris Lecture and Reception
6:30 p.m. Feb. 20 in the John Marshall Dining Room
> “Loving Story” Screening and Discussion
7 p.m. Feb. 20 in the Drinko Library Atrium
> Against All Odds
5:30 p.m. Feb. 21 in the Shawkey Dining Room
> Be Herd Communications’ Pet A Puppy
11 a.m. Feb. 22 on the Memorial Student Center Plaza

“We have such a huge variety (of students) and if we don’t recognize the differences
in people, then we make language mistakes that make them uncomfortable.”
- Carla Lapelle, Associate Dean of Student Affairs
By HEATHER BARKER

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University is hosting a safe space
training Tuesday, Feb. 21 for faculty and staff to
learn about LGBTQ vocabulary and heterosexual
privilege, among other topics.
“We want people to have a better understanding of our students, no matter how they identify,”
Associate Dean of Student Affairs Carla Lapelle
said. “We have such a huge variety (of students)
and if we don’t recognize the differences in people, then we make language mistakes that make
them uncomfortable.”
The training will take place in Drinko 349 at 2
p.m. Participants will learn through lecture and
several hands-on activities.
“We are presenting, but the beginning part of
it is an interactive quiz where they have clickers to answer anonymously, but it will show you
how many people answer the questions about
vocabulary and things like that,” mental health
specialist Morgan Conley said.
One of the main topics will be heterosexual
privilege, which Lapelle said includes opportunities that heterosexual persons sometimes
take for granted that the LGBTQ community
might not receive.

“Heterosexual privilege is a group discussion
activity where we break up into groups,” Conley said. “They have a list of privileges that most
heterosexuals have in a relationship. You have
to pick so many privileges, but you can’t have
them all.”
Conley and Lapelle encourage faculty and
staff to attend the training, even if they have reservations or have attended before, to increase
the conversation.
“I think a lot of times, we’re reserved if we
don’t understand a situation and I want to give
faculty and staff the best opportunity to reach
their students,” Conley said. “I think that it’s
important to understand the students that
you are working with so you provide them
with the best environment possible. I think
that if faculty and staff have the opportunity
to attend, they should because it enhances the
experience for others because it is so discussion based.”
Faculty and staff can sign up through the Human Resources’ website, but Lapelle said it is not
required to sign up in advance in order to attend
the training.
Heather Barker can be contacted at
barker193@marshall.edu.
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Running Six Days a Week!
Standard Daytime Service:

20 - minute loop along 3rd, 4th and 5th Avenues
between 7:30am & 5:00pm
Stops at Pullman Square (Visual Arts Center,
Huntington’s Kitchen), Keith Albee & More!

Evening service:

30-minute loop, route extended to include
5th Avenue Kroger from 5:00pm to 11:30pm

FRIDAY &
SATURDAY
LATE NIGHT

529-RIDE

Friday:
7:30am-3am
Saturday:
3pm-3am

DOWNLOAD ROUTESHOUT

WWW.TTA-WV.COM

337846

Marshall students
ride FREE with I.D.

(304) 529-7433
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Progressive group
recruits MU Dems.

By ADAM STEPHENS

THE PARTHENON
The local chapter for the
progressive political group
Organizing for Action recently
began holding meetings on
Marshall University’s campus
to recruit Marshall Young Democrats. The goal of the political
group is to try and protect former President Barack Obama’s
policies and legacy.
Local chapter leader Robert McCollister worked on
President Obama’s campaigns
in 2008 and 2012, as well as
former Democratic Presidential Nominee Hillary Clinton’s
campaign in 2016.
“Following the campaign,
Organizing for Action, which
was an offshoot of the Obama
campaign itself, it’s original
mission was to try to make
sure that we helped President Obama be able to enact
his agenda and to get legislation through Congress,”
McCollister said.
“Now Organizing for Action
is morphing into an organization to defend President
Obama’s legacy, to protect the
Affordable Care Act from being dismantled by Congress
and the new administration,

to protect the Paris Climate
Agreement and a whole variety of things.”
The local chapter’s immediate goals are to have
members write and submit
op-eds to local newspapers,
attend the town halls of
local Congressional representatives and to reach out
to Congressional Leadership.
Marshall senior David Crawley is the president of the
Marshall Young Democrats
and said he thinks partnering
with Organizing for Action will
be a good opportunity for the
Young Democrats.
“I am looking forward to
working with all of them,”
Crawley said. “We’ve had success with the Women’s March
in Charleston in January,
some Democrats and some
OFA members went there, we
had success with the INTO
march on campus. These are
realistic goals and I think
they will go far.”
Crawley also said because
of the politically unstable time
right now, things students rely
on such as the Affordable Care
Act may go away.
“I think people who are
concerned about their health

care and about the environment, if they want to get
involved this is the organization to get involved with,”
Crawley said.
McCollister first tried to
start a local chapter of Organizing for Action in 2013,
however there wasn’t enough
interest to get going. Now due
to the election of President
Donald Trump and with the
enthusiasm of Marshall students, McCollister said they
expect to have more success
this time around.
“Because of the participation of Marshall students
this time,” McCollister said. “I
think we’ve got a chance because young folks tend to get
pretty excited about things,
I think we’ve got a chance to
maybe be able to build a more
vibrant organization.”
Organizing for Action will
also be partnering with the
Ohio Valley Environmental
Coalition to participate in a
march April, 29 in Huntington
to raise awareness for climate
change. The march will begin
at 11 a.m. at Heritage Station.

Adam Stephens can
be contacted at stephenens149@marshall.edu

“I think people who are concerned about their health care and
about the environment, if they want to get involved this is the
organization to get involved with,”
- David Crawley, President of Marshall Young Democrats

Police Blotter
By HEATHER BARKER
THE PARTHENON

Larceny from
Building
ASSOCIATED PRESS

President Donald Trump speaks during a news conference, Thursday, in
the East Room of the White House in Washington.

Trump: “Leaks” and “dishonest media”
ASSOCIATED PRESS
Confronting a cascade of controversies, President Donald
Trump on Thursday angrily
denounced the “criminal”
leaks that took down his top
national security adviser after
less than a month and revived
questions about his own ties
to Russia. But he offered only
a lawyerly denial that his campaign aides had been in touch
with Russian officials before
last fall’s election.
“Nobody that I know” he said
in the first full-length press
conference of his presidency.
Rather than a wide-ranging
question-and-answer session,
the 77-minute event amounted
to an extended airing of grievances, the new president
attempting to find his footing
after the rockiest launch in recent memory. Trump slammed
a “bad court” of appeals judges
for blocking his refugee and immigration executive order and
denied that his White House
was paralyzed by chaos and

infighting among top advisers.
“This administration is running like a fine-tuned machine,”
he boasted.
With his signature hyperbole
betrayed by reality, Trump said
there has never been a president “who in this short period
of time has done what we’ve
done.” He blamed any problems
on the outgoing Obama administration — “I inherited a mess
at home and abroad” — and the
news media.
Standing in the stately, chandeliered East Room, Trump
lambasted the “out of control”
media — long his favorite foe.
He appeared to delight in jousting with reporters, repeatedly
interrupting their questions
and singling out stories he
disagreed with, well aware his
attacks were sure to be cheered
by loyal supporters who share
his views.
Despite Trump’s declarations, his first month in office

A student reported Feb. 15
while washing his hands in a
Smith Hall bathroom, he had
set his Samsung Galaxy on the
sink. He then walked out of the
bathroom, forgetting to pick up
his phone. When he returned,
he did not find the phone.
There are no suspects.

Larceny

Feb. 13, an iPhone 7 was reported as being stolen on Dec.
15, 2016 from the Engineering Building on the third floor.
There are no suspects.

Petit Larceny

Two iPads were reported stolen Feb. 8, but they were later
found in the student’s home.
Heather Barker can be
contacted at barker193@
marshall.edu.
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NON-DENOMINATIONAL

CATHOLIC

OUR LADY OF FATIMA
Catholic Parish & Parish School

    

  

Mass Schedule: Saturday 5:30 P.M.
Sunday 8 A.M. and 10:45 A.M.
Spanish Mass: 2nd & 4th Sundays at 9:15 A.M.
Misa en Español: segundo y cuarto
los domingos a las 9:15 A.M.
Confession: Saturday 3:30 - 4:30 P.M.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Central Free Will
Baptist Church

Bethel Temple Assembly of God

451 6th Avenue, Huntington, WV
9:45 A.M. — Devotion
10:00 A.M. — Sunday School
11:00 A.M. — Morning Worship
6:00 P.M. — Evening Worship
Weds. Services — 7:00 P.M.
Pastor Steve Williams

SOUTHERN BAPTIST

900 9th Street,   304-523-3505
Pastor Timothy Snavely
Wed. Bible Study 7pm
Sunday Services
Sunday School 9:45am
Sun. Morning Worship 10:45am
Sun. Eve. Worship 6:00pm

PENTECOSTAL

Pentecostal Truth
Ministries
(304) 697-5600

PASTOR JANET MOUNTS
SERVICES:

Sunday School 9:45 A.M.
Sunday Worship 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday: 7:30 P.M.
www.pentecostaltruth.com

1208 Adams Avenue
Huntington, WV 25704

Seventh Day Adventist

www.ourfatimafamily.com

(304) 633-7464

East Pea Ridge Seventh Day
Adventist Church
5804 East Pea Ridge Rd
Huntington WV
For:

PROPHECY ENCOUNTER
Streaming event
Feb 17-25
Nightly 7pm.
Everyone welcome!

METHODIST

Steele Memorial United
Methodist Church
733 Shaw St.
Barboursville, WV 25504
304-736-4583
Sunday School — 9:40 A.M.
Sunday Worship — 8:45 A.M. &
10:45 A.M. & 6:30 P.M.

Celebrate Recovery - Tuesday - 6:30 P.M.

Rev. Kevin Lantz
Rev. Ralph Sager, Associate Pastor

EPISCOPAL

Trinity
Episcopal Church
520 11th Street Huntington, WV
(304) 529-6084

Sunday Worship
8:00 & 10:30 A.M.
Adult Sunday School 9:15 A.M.
    
www.wvtrinitychurch.org

Every Sunday at 5:00 pm.

All
Allare
arewelcome
welcome
All are welcome

3094
Huntington,WV
WV
309416th
16thStreet
Street Road,
Road, Huntington,
(adjacent
Inn) every
everySunday
Sundayatat5:00
5:00
pm.
(adjacenttotothe
theRamada
Ramada Inn)
pm.

332640
332640

orship
with
Senior
Pastor
Wayne
Crozier
&&
to worship
with
Senior
Pastor
Wayne
Crozier
to
worship
with
Senior
Pastor
Wayne
Crozier
&
Campus
Pastor Campus
Tysean
Lynch
&
Abundant
PastorPastor
Tysean
LynchLife
& Ministries,
to worship
with Senior
Wayne
Crozier
&
Abundant
Life
Campus Pastor Tysean
Lynch
& Ministries.
Abundant Life Ministries,
337928

Father Paul Yuenger

St. Peter Claver
Catholic Church

338483

FREE WILL BAPTIST

To advertise on this page,
call Linda at (304) 526-2717

828 15th St. (on 9th Ave) Htgn.
304-523-7311
Sunday Mass: 11:00a.m.
Daily Masses: 12:05 on Monday,
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
Confession by appointment
Father Charles McGinnis, Pastor

St. Stephen
Catholic Church

2491 James River Turnpike, Ona, WV
304-743-3234
ststephens@suddenlinkmail.com
www.ststephens1.com
MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday - 9:00 a.m. Thurs.- 5:30 p.m.
Fri.- 9:00 a.m. Sat.- 9:00 a.m..
Confessions: After 9:00 am daily masses.
Rev. Jeeson Venattu Stephan, MCBS

St. Joseph Roman
Catholic Church
HUNTINGTON, WV
526 13th Street
(304) 525-5202
Pastor: Fr Dean Borgmeyer

Sunday Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am,
12:00 Noon, 5:30 pm
Confessions
Saturday 8:00 am-8:25 am
Saturday 4:00 pm-4:25 pm
Tuesday 5:00 pm-5:25 pm
or by appointment
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Herd track and field prepares for Conference USA Indoor Championships
By PATRICK O’LEARY

THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University track
and field team will compete
in the 2017 Conference
USA Indoor Track and Field
Championships
Saturday
and Sunday in Birmingham,
Alabama. The meet will feature
13 Conference USA teams, as all
14 conference schools but Old
Dominion have a track and field
program. Florida Atlantic and
UAB, like Marshall, have only a
women’s program.
“I am absolutely pumped for
conference,” sophomore Adriana Cook said. “The team is, the
coaches are, it is such an exciting atmosphere on the team
right now. Our workouts have
been fantastic, we’ve had great
races leading into conference,
and I really have full confidence
that our team will be so successful in conference.”
The collegiate track and field
season is split between the indoor and outdoor seasons. The
Herd began their indoor season Dec. 1, 2016 in a dual meet

HERDZONE

Junior Andrea Chidester (Left) and Senior Kametra Byrd (Right) compete
in a sprint event Day 2 of the Thundering Herd Invitational 2017.
against Ohio University. The
indoor season resumed at the
beginning of the spring semester Jan. 13, and the team has
participated in a meet every

weekend since. The outdoor
season will begin for the Herd
on March 17 at the Bob Davidson Spring Kick-Off in High
Point, North Carolina.

The indoor season has seen
seven Marshall school records
being broken or tied. Two of
these records were broken multiple times by the same athlete.
Sophomore Elena Marchand
broke the school record in the
indoor shot put in the season
opener and has since broken
her own record twice more.
Her latest record-breaking
mark was set at the Chipotle
Marshall Invitational with her
winning throw of 48 feet, 5
inches (15.16 meters).
Senior Andrea Porter has
twice broken the school record
in the 1-mile run, with her latest
time of 5:01.89 at the Chipotle
Marshall Invitational setting
the school record. Sophomore
Adriana Cook has broken two
different school records this
season, in both the 3,000-meter run (time of 10:00.06) and
in the 5,000-meter run (time
of 17:28.86).
Junior
Barkley
Castro
broke the school record in the
1,000-meter run at the Virginia
Tech Hokie Invitational with

page designed and edited by JOSEPH ASHLEY| ashley38@marshall.edu

a time of 2:57.11. Sophomore
Hasana Clark set the record in
the weight throw in Marshall’s
opener with a mark of 60 feet,
5 inches (18.42 meters). Additionally, freshmen Safiyyah
Mitchell and Danere’a White
both tied the school record in
the 300-meter run with a time
of 40.52 seconds.
“I was really looking forward to this year coming in
because I felt like we had a
really good young team,” head
coach Jeff Small said. “And
we’ve seen more national
caliber kids rather than just
conference caliber kids. I look
forward to hopefully breaking some more records this
weekend and then starting to
re-write the outdoor record
book once we get outside.”
The Conference USA Championships get underway at
10 a.m. Saturday and runs all
day at the CrossPlex in Birmingham. The meet continues
Sunday at 10 a.m. and will end
at approximately 5 p.m. The
meet is streamed live online
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Near Ritter Park Area

Southwood Apartments •738- 11thAvenue
A Brisk Walk from Ritter Park
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Students inspired by intelligent conversation about God
and the world we live in, Students unafraid of questions ,
and Students who enjoy conversation about spirituality.

Trinity Episcopal Church

•Full-Time Staff& Maintenanc

Westmoreland Estates

We’relookingfor:

*ForinformationtextChipat304-615-2106 orWhitney at304-699-8010

Featured
Apartments, Businesses,
Churches & Restaurants to
make Campus Life better!

Have One Just For YOU!
With A Variety of Apartments... We
eonCall24 Hours

Smart theology &FastFood
Joinus eachSundayat7PM intheStudent
Union ground floorforFREE foodandsmart
discussionon spirituality.

at CUSA.tv.
“I think all of us have a great
opportunity to pull some personal records and surprise a
lot of people,” Cook said. “The
team is more ready that ever,
and the competition will be
intense, but that keeps us focused and driven. I just cannot
wait to get out there, race,
have fun and see what we
can accomplish.”
Patrick O’Leary can be
contacted at oleary7@
marshall.edu.
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EDITORIAL CARTOON

SUSIE WASHINGTON

xoxo,
COLUMN

Michael Brown
By MICHAEL BROWN

ONLINE EDITOR
The readers submitted some
questions about life, love and
everything in between. I answered them as honest as I
knew possible. I’m here to keep
it real with you when no one
else is and to answer with no
judgment because I don’t know
you! I’m just a college senior
who enjoys giving his opinion.
Here are some of the questions
I got this week:
What are the last 5 things
you spent money on? Would
you say it was worth it?
I got myself Taco Bell for
lunch, a choker and knuckle
rings from Forever 21, a book
from Books-A-Million called
“Milk and Honey” by Rupi Kaur,
Outback for dinner last night
and I paid for my own domain
with Squarespace. I’d like to
think it was all worth it, yeah. I
wish I would spend less money
eating out though. I do have
plenty of food at home.
Do
you
pluck
your
eyebrows?
No, I wish I could do my own
brows, but I’m too scared I’ll
make them too thin. I do get
my eyebrows waxed though
by Stephanie at Happy Nails.
If I am back home I like to
see Julie at the Nail Spa. I
don’t know what I would do
without them.
What is your biggest
pet peeve?
I hate having my time wasted.
What has been your biggest
struggle while in college?
Getting out of bed is forever
my biggest struggle. I don’t
know what I am going to do
when I’m out of college and
am working like a nine to five

because I can barely wake myself up for a 9:30 a.m. class. I
need to learn when to turn off
the television and force myself
to get up and be productive.
How many siblings do
you have?
I am the oldest of five. I have
two younger sisters who are 18
and go to that big trashy college
in Morgantown, West Virginia, a
younger brother who is six and
the smartest and coolest little
brother ever and the world’s
cutest baby sister ever who I
don’t think wipes her butt yet.
I also have two younger cousins
who are basically my siblings
too because our parents are
siblings and we grew up closer
than any other cousins I know.
The bond I have with them is
stronger than any bond I have
with anyone and I don’t see that
ever changing.
Where do you see yourself
in 5 to 10 years?
Hopefully 10 years from now
I’ll be in a better place than I
am now, but I just want to be
happy. So, to answer your question, I just want to be happy
whether its five years or its 25
years from now.
To have your question answered you can submit them
on ask.fm/mikeyyybx
This column is not intended
to replace or substitute professional advice of any kind. This
column its author, the newspaper and its publisher are not
responsible for the outcome or
results of following any advice
in any given situation.
Michael Brown can be
contacted at brown790@
marshall.edu.

This column is not intended to replace or substitute
professional advice of any kind. This column, its author, the
newspaper and its publisher are not responsible for the outcome
or results of following any advice in any given situation.

EDITORIAL

W.Va. should support
transgender community
Recently,
Marshall
University’s Intercultural Office
sponsored a Transgender
Clothing Drive that started Feb.
6 and lasts until Feb. 24. The
editorial staff of The Parthenon
were entirely thrilled when we
read a story our reporter wrote
covering the drive. The editorial staff feels strongly about
the rights of our transgender
peers and, for that matter, gender fluid and non-binary peers.
Apparently, some community
members do not feel the same.
Marshall University broadcast journalism radio alum and
host of the Tom Roten Morning Show on 800 WVHU, Tom
Roten, runs a Facebook page
that shares questionable news
content — and the comment
sections associated with these
posts is a breeding place for intolerance and bigotry.
Recently,
Roten
shared
a
story
regarding
the
clothing drive that even mentions The Parthenon and
Roten’s “fans” offered mostly
ignorance in substitution of
positive rhetoric.
One comment read, “First
and most important you are
going to college to learn and
become an asset to your community not tuck your junk and
try to look pretty, news flash
a man dressed like a woman
is not pretty! #keepitbehindcloseddoors.” Another read, “Be
the sex God made you, for pity

SCREENSHOT

A screenshot of the article as seen on Facebook.
sake, get a life,” and one stated
a simple question, “So do I burn
my diploma now or later?”
The people who made the
aforementioned
comments
are Marshall fans or family — people who went to,
or hold affiliation with, one
of the most LGBTQ+ friendly
college campuses.
What have trans people done
to deserve such hate? And not
to mention from Appalachians,
who are positively stereotyped
as being welcoming or loving. This venomous dialogue
destroys whatever positive
movement West Virginians
have made by association.
The New York Times reported that there are roughly

1.4 million adults in the United
States that identify as transgender, which ultimately makes
up 0.6 percent of the adult
population. West Virginia’s
population was an estimated
1,831,102, roughly 0.5 percent
of the national population of
324,552,183.
Transgender
people really do not make up a
large portion of West Virginia’s
population, but fellow citizens
are adamant about demonizing them and taking something
away from them as simple as a
clothing drive.
Maybe Marshall should cut
all donation based programs,
seeing as somehow it has to
be all the taxpayer’s money
going to these events. Maybe

COLUMN

people would realize how
dumb they sound if it were a
clothing drive for homeless
people in question.
Think about it this way, trans
West Virginians probably have
it hard. Their families may not
be okay with them transitioning, or living life with their
preferred identity and pronouns. They probably aren’t
allowed to go out to the store
and purchase whatever clothing fits their identity, or are
viciously belittled for wearing what makes them feel
more comfortable.
Website Vocativ reports over
40 percent of trans or gender non-conforming citizens
have tried to commit suicide.
These men and women feel
alone; more alone than most
people can conceive — and
what people are focusing on
is being mad about clothing
for these people?
It is a sad state of affairs when
West Virginians are too occupied with misinformation or
what their churches say about
trans people that they are apt
to sit behind a keyboard and
belittle a good cause. Transgender rights are human rights and
the more West Virginians and
Marshall fans align themselves
with such a negative position,
the more the world turns backwards, sending West Virginia
into a hole citizens cannot
escape from.

The president’s bad week

By JARED CASTO

MANAGING EDITOR
If you haven’t heard, President Donald
Trump has had a bad week.
It began with a Washington Post story
from last Thursday which said national
security adviser Michael Flynn had discussed sanctions — imposed by the Obama
administration in relation to Russia’s influencing of the 2016 election — with Russian
Ambassador Segey Kislyak. The Russian
connection certainly didn’t bode well for
an administration haunted by unproven
reports of Russian collusion and Trump’s
weekend of risking national security at
Mar-a-Lago didn’t repair the negative optics of the situation.
But on Monday, the scandal came to a
climax after it was discovered the White
House had been warned by Sally Yates,
the former attorney general who was
fired for refusing to defend Trump’s travel
ban, that Flynn had “misled senior administration officials about the nature
of his communications with the Russian
ambassador” and was potentially susceptible to Russian blackmail, according to
The Washington Post.
Later, another report surfaced that indicated Flynn had misled Vice President
Mike Pence on the nature of the Russian
phone calls. Pence had backed up Flynn
on the Russian phone calls as recently as
this month. But according to The Washington Post, Pence was out of the loop,
learning about the content of the calls
a full two weeks after others within
the administration.

This string of events led Trump to request the resignation of Flynn Monday
night. While the president has said that
his decision was based on Flynn’s misleading of Pence, the Russian connection made
such an explanation difficult to stomach.
But it became impossible to ignore when,
only the next day, The New York Times
reported Trump campaign officials and
associates “had repeated contacts with
senior Russian intelligence officials in the
year before the election.”
Though The Times’ reporting did not
confirm collusion between the Trump
campaign or, more importantly, prove that
Trump was aware of or had directed the
communications, it’s not a stretch to arrive to either of those conclusions. Since
then, a number of Democratic and a few
Republican representatives have made
calls for investigations into the president’s
potential Russian ties, but none such investigations have materialized as of yet.
But Trump’s week only became more
disastrous when his labor secretary nominee withdrew after “senior GOP officials
informed the White House Tuesday night
and Wednesday that Puzder lacked a viable path for confirmation.” Puzder was
a far from flawless nominee, with public accusations of domestic abuse dating
back decades.
What was Trump’s response to these
bombshell events, you ask? Did he immediately speak to the American people,
assure them that the reports were incorrect and offer to set the record straight as
soon as possible?

Of course not.
Instead, Trump took to Twitter, where
he lambasted the media, once again calling
them “fake news” and twisting the narrative to say “the real scandal here is that
classified information is illegally given out
by ‘intelligence’ like candy.” Trump has yet
to clarify whether the stories in the press
are “fake news,” classified information or,
somehow, both.
The president then capped off his disastrous week by holding an impromptu and
hastily organized press conference. Because Trump is predictable, it’s no surprise
that the press conference was more theater
than substantive politics, but it was admittedly encouraging that the president was
offering himself up to the press — for over
an hour, no less — rather than releasing
his aids to spread misinformation on every
cable television news network.
However, because this is Trump, the
event mostly consisted of the leader of
the free world insulting reporters while
refusing to give legitimate answers to
basic questions.
But, though the president made his distaste with the press clear throughout, the
press has nothing to be ashamed of. In fact,
the past days have seen brilliant journalism
from The New York Times, The Washington Post and CNN, all sources that broke
significant stories in the past week with independently verified sources. Journalism is
alive and well, and anyone who doubts this
need only take a look at the past week.
Jared Casto can be contacted at
casto178@marshall.edu.
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THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

The Constitution of the
United States of America

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.
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Elena Sanchez joins a protest against
President Donald Trump's efforts to
crack down on immigration Thursday
in San Francisco. Immigrants around
the country have been staying home
from work and school today, hoping
to demonstrate their importance to
America's economy and its way of life.

'Day Without Immigrants' Protest closes restaurants in US
By ERRIN HAINES WHACK

ASSOCIATED PRESS
The heart of Philadelphia's Italian
Market was uncommonly quiet. Fine restaurants in New York, San Francisco and
the nation's capital closed for the day.
Grocery stores, food trucks, coffee shops,
diners and taco joints in places like Chicago, Los Angeles and Boston shut down.
Immigrants around the U.S. stayed
home from work and school Thursday to
demonstrate how important they are to
America's economy, and many businesses
closed in solidarity, in a nationwide protest called A Day Without Immigrants.
The boycott was aimed squarely at
President Donald Trump's efforts to step
up deportations, build a wall at the Mexican border and close the nation's doors
to many travelers. Organizers said they
expected thousands to participate or otherwise show support.
"I fear every day whether I am going
to make it back home. I don't know if my
mom will make it home," said Hessel Duarte, a 17-year-old native of Honduras
who lives in Austin, Texas, with his family and skipped class at his high school
to take part in one of several rallies held
around the country. Duarte said he arrived
in the U.S. at age 5 to escape gang violence.
The protest even reached into the U.S.
Capitol, where a Senate coffee shop was
among the eateries that were closed as
employees did not show up at work.
Organizers appealed to immigrants
from all walks of life to take part, but the
effects were felt most strongly in the restaurant industry, which has long been a
first step up the economic ladder for newcomers to America with its many jobs for
cooks, dishwashers and servers.
"The really important dynamic to note
is this is not antagonistic, employeeagainst-employer," said Janet Murguia,
president of the Hispanic rights group

TRUMP cont. from 2
has been chaotic by any
measure — a flurry of selfinflicted wounds and poorly
executed policy. On Monday,
Trump asked for the resignation of national security
adviser Michael Flynn following revelations that the Flynn
misled Vice President Mike
Pence about his contacts with
Russia. The next day, The New
York Times reported that multiple Trump advisers were
in touch with Russian intelligence advisers during the
election campaign.
Trump panned the report as
“fake news” and said he had
“nothing to do with Russia.”
“To the best of my knowledge no person that I deal
with does,” he added.
That answer, couched with
a caveat similar to one routinely used by witnesses on a
trial stand, appeared to give
him wiggle room.
The president more clearly
defended Flynn’s calls with
Russia’s ambassador to the
U.S. during the transition
period after his November victory. He said that while he did
not tell his adviser to discuss

National Council of La Raza. "This is employers and workers standing together,
not in conflict."
Since the end of 2007, the number of
foreign-born workers employed in the
U.S. has climbed by nearly 3.1 million
to 25.9 million; they account for 56
percent of the increase in U.S. employment over that period, according to the
Labor Department.
Roughly 12 million people are employed
in the restaurant industry, and immigrants
make up the majority — up to 70 percent
in places like New York and Chicago, according to the Restaurant Opportunities
Centers United, which works to improve
working conditions. An estimated 1.3 million in the industry are immigrants in the
U.S. illegally, the group said.
Shea Frederick, who owns a small construction company in Baltimore, showed
up at 7 a.m. at a home he is renovating and
found that he was all alone, with a load
of drywall ready for install. He soon understood why: His crew, five immigrants,
called to say they weren't coming to work.
They were joining the protests.
"I had an entire day of full work," he
said. "I have inspectors lined up to inspect
the place, and now they're thrown off, and
you do it the day before the weekend and
it pushes things off even more. It sucks,
but it's understandable."
Frederick said that while he fundamentally agrees with the action, and
appreciates why his crew felt the need to
participate, he feels his business is being
made to suffer as a result of the president's policies.
"It's hurting the wrong people," he said.
"A gigantic part of this state didn't vote
this person in, and we're paying for his
terrible decisions."
There were no immediate estimates of
how many students stayed home in many
cities. Many student absences may not be

sanctions with the envoy, “I
would have directed him if he
didn’t do it.”
The president said that
while Flynn was “just doing
his job,” he was “not happy”
that the adviser had misled
the vice president. Trump
knew that Flynn had given
Pence an inaccurate accounting of his discussions with
Russia, but the president did
not tell his No. 2 for about two
weeks, according to a timeline
supplied by the White House.
The president is expected
to soon announce Flynn’s replacement, with Vice Admiral
Robert Harward topping his
list. Harward was to meet
with Trump aides at the White
House Thursday afternoon.
Trump repeatedly tried to
steer questions away from his
and his advisers’ potential ties
with Russia, saying attention
should rather be focused on
why a steady stream of classified information is making its
way into news reports. He said
the leaks are real but the news
is fake, never explaining that.
The president took questions from 17 reporters, far
more than at most presidential
news conferences. His answers

excused, and some people who skipped
work will lose a day's pay or perhaps
even their jobs. But organizers and participants argued the cause was worth it.
A school board official said that more
than 1,100 students went on strike at Dallas Independent School District schools.
Marcela Ardaya-Vargas, who is from
Bolivia and now lives in Falls Church, Virginia, pulled her son out of school to take
him to a march in Washington.
"When he asked why he wasn't going
to school, I told him because today he
was going to learn about immigration,"
she said, adding: "Our job as citizens is to
unite with our brothers and sisters."
On Ninth Street in South Philadelphia's
Italian Market, it was so quiet in the morning that Rani Vasudeva thought it might be
Monday, when many of the businesses on
the normally bustling stretch are closed.
In New Orleans' Mid-City neighborhood, whose Latino population swelled
after the damage wrought by Hurricane
Katrina in 2005 created lots of jobs for
construction workers, the Ideal Market
was closed. The place is usually busy at
midday with people lining up at the steam
tables for hot lunches or picking from an
array of fresh Central American vegetables and fruits.
In Chicago, Pete's Fresh Market closed
five of its 12 grocery stores and assured
employees they would not be penalized
for skipping the day, according to owner
Vanessa Dremonas, whose Greek-immigrant father started the company.
"It's in his DNA to help immigrants," she
said. "We've supported immigrants from
the beginning."
Among the well-known establishments
that closed in solidarity were three of acclaimed chef Silvana Salcido Esparza's
restaurants in Phoenix; Michelin star
RASA in San Francisco; and Washington's
Oyamel and Jaleo, run by chef Jose Andres.

were often unwieldy, almost
stream of consciousness, and
some of his responses were
startlingly strange.
He said the “greatest thing”
he could do was “shoot” a Russian spy ship lingering off the
East Coast of the United States.
He asked an African-American
reporter whether she could
help set up a meeting with the
Congressional Black Caucus.
He wrongly stated that his
Electoral College victory had
been the largest of any president since Ronald Reagan,
then dismissed the inaccuracy, saying he’d been “given
that information.”
But, though he’s now president, the former reality TV
star often appeared to be in
his element. He jousted with
reporters, particularly those
he knows by name from his
constant consumption of television news. He jokingly told
CNN’s Jim Acosta that he had
checked whether he was related to Alexander Acosta, the
dean of the Florida International University law school
who is his new pick to lead the
Labor Department.
Acosta’s nomination was
ostensibly the purpose of

the news conference, though
Trump dispensed of the announcement in a few brief
sentences. The president’s
original choice to head the
agency, Andy Puzder, withdrew his nomination on
Wednesday, another blow to
the new administration.
Trump vowed to move
forward next week on his
stalled plans to enact “extreme vetting” measures for
people coming to the United
States. He said he would sign
a “new and very comprehensive order” next week aimed
at addressing legal issues in
the initial directive, which
temporarily halted the entire
U.S. refugee program and all
entries from seven Muslimmajority nations while the
government worked on new
vetting procedures.
A federal appeals court rejected the measure earlier in
the month, and Trump said
during the news conference
that his administration would
be “appealing” that decision.
Shortly after, the Justice Department announced that it
did not want a larger appellate
panel to review the ruling and
would instead replace the ban.

'The Wereth Eleven'
remembers AfricanAmerican soldiers
By KIRSTEN RENEAU

THE EXPONENT TELEGRAM VIA AP
For decades, their story was
untold, but now the Wereth
Eleven are becoming known.
An award-winning film about
the massacre of 11 AfricanAmerican soldiers — "The
Wereth Eleven" — was shown
at the Progressive Women's Association on Feb. 15 as part of
a Black History Month program
by the Harrison County Historical Society.
The docudrama tells the
story of 11 members of the U.S.
Army's all-black 333rd Field
Artillery Battalion who were
separated from their fellow
troops during World War II's
Battle of Bulge and found themselves in a town called Wereth,
Belgium. The 11 hid there from
German SS troops, but were
eventually found, tortured,
then murdered.
The story of the Wereth
Eleven went largely untold for
nearly 50 years.
Kip Price, who spoke before
the film was shown Feb. 15,
wants to change that.
A member of the Friends of
Wereth, Price has made it his
goal to try to get this story to
as many people as possible,
making sure these veterans
are remembered.
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Call 526-4002 to place your ad

RENTALS
Furnished
Apartments

HIDDEN TRAILS

Unfurnished
Apartments
1-2-3-4 BR Apts &
houses. Ritter Park &
Dntown $400-1000
304-522-6252

1 BR efficiency
Utils pd. 304-736-1415
or 304-417-5774

1
BR
Southside,
close to park, YMCA
$395. 529-6264

1 BR $395-$465 util
pd Westmoreland or
8th St Rd 529-6264

7th St. W & Washington
Ave Tyler Apts nice
clean 1 & 2 BR $450 &
$550, lease +DD
No pets 304-525-3055
or 304-751-0572

1 BR Highlawn on
busline, clean $425
util pd 529-6264
Garages/Storage
Waterford Village Bville
storage units 5x10 to
10x20 304-733-3838
House For Rent
West Virginia
Kenova, lg 4BR 2BA,
Yd. OSP. Clean, quiet.
$650. 304-522-6704
Unfurnished
Apartments

'Best in Tri-State'
Westmoreland
Estates

Near Pharmacy
School Great loc.
for Med & Pharmacy
Students 1 BR
$575 & up,
2 BR, balcony
$650 & up.
Kit Furn., Laundry
facility on-site
Lots of closet
space. Lease/DD
No pets 525-3055,
304-751-0572
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"They were (prisoners of
war) at first after the battle.
As they were POWs, a British
plane came by and fired at
the SS troopers. During that
chaos, 11 soldiers escaped
and ran through the woods,"
Price explained. "They were
only able to grab two rifles
and through the woods they
went. There was snow up
to their knees, bitterly cold.
They walked ten miles to try
and find help. They became
known as the Wereth Eleven."
One of the Wereth Eleven
was a West Virginian: James
Aubrey Stewart of Piedmont in
Mineral County.
Price grew up in Piedmont
— next door to Stewart's
nephew and four doors down
from where Stewart himself
had lived.
"Charles Stewart, who lived
next door, he didn't know the
truth until (an investigative
reporter) came and told him,"
Price said. "And it just broke
him down after all those years."
"Their story is absolutely
tragic, but in the same way, inspiring," said Crystal Wimer,
executive director of the Harrison County Historical Society.
She said showing the film to
the community for free is important because the story of
the Wereth Eleven deserves to
be told.
"We think it's important
to get his story out there,"
Wimer said. "It always helps
to get more stories of African
American history in the public
because they had lives, they
contributed to our American
story and deserve to be recognized as part of that story."

1-2-3 BR Pville, OH
740-886-6274
or 304-417-5774

East Pea Ridge
2BR 1.5 Bath TH
W/D Hkup, Deck
$775 304-736-2345
EAST PEA RIDGE
2 BR apts & tnhouses
$600 & up +DD
+lease. Great location!
Nice, clean, kit. furn.
laundry facility on-site.
No pets 304-525-3055
304-751-0572
RITTER PARK
1208 Kanawha Ter.
extra nice 2-3 BR,
beautiful woodwork
& hardwood floors,
$695 mo. Some utils.
paid. 304-633-1540
Ritter Park and East
Pea Ridge 1 & 2 BR
$415-$585 No dogs.
304-972-2702
Waterford Village
B'ville. 1-2-3 BR apts.
Pool, Fitness ctr, more!
304-733-3838 website
waterfordvillage.info
Garage sale!
Make yours a
success with an ad
in The HeraldDispatch
Classiﬁeds.
Call 304-526-4002
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Marshall University to host f irst
ever Bridal and Special Event Expo
By FRANKLIN NORTON

THE PARTHENON
Wedding bells will be ringing at Marshall University’s
Memorial Student Center
Sunday for the university’s
first ever Bridal and Special
Event Expo.
The expo will take place
throughout the student center from noon to 4 p.m. The
event will hold more than
17 vendors, including a variety of different makeup
and skincare vendors, A-Z
Rentals, a photographer,
BRAVO-Live DJ, Mug n’ Pia
and food by Sodexo.
The event will host two
fashion shows and will also
have a “Groom’s Room” in
the student center basement, complete with pizza
and pool tables.
Kasey Hall, manager of facilities scheduling for the
Memorial Student Center, said
this event is designed to get
the word out that Marshall
facilities are available for
wedding services.
“I’ve been in this position
for almost a year, and we do
a lot of business with weddings, but a lot of people don’t
know that we have that kind
of space,” Hall said. “Most
of our business is word-ofmouth. We have some of the
largest facilities in all of Huntington to have a wedding
reception and people don’t
know that. So we just want to
get our name out there and let
people see the kind of venues

we offer.”
Hall said she hopes to see
at least 300 people attend the
event, due to advertising on
both Facebook and on Kindred’s WMGA Hits 97.9.
William “Tootie” Carter,
business manager for the
student center, stated in
a Facebook post on the
event’s page that Marshall’s
facilities are the area’s “best
kept secret.”
“Marshall University is
known throughout the state
for many great things,”
Carter said, “but we really
are one of the area’s best kept

secrets when it comes to our
facilities and what they can
offer to our community. We
have newly renovated rooms
that would be perfect for a
small holiday party or even a
large wedding.”
Door prizes for the event
include merchandise, gift
certificates and a four-day
cruise to the Bahamas for the
winning couple, sponsored
by Travel Doctors. Sponsors
include Sodexo Catering and
Kindred Communications.
Franklin Norton can be
contacted at norton18@
marshall.edu.
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Black Koffee celebrates Black History
Month with art and literature presentations
By ALEXIA LILLY

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University will
host “Black Koffee,” a poetry slam in honor of Black
History Month, Friday.
The poetry slam will be
held at 6:30 p.m. in room
BE5 of the Memorial Student Center. The top three
poems of the poetry slam
will receive a prize.
Students can expect
to see a variety of performances at the poetry
slam. “Black Koffee” has
occurred in the past at
Marshall, but hasn’t been
solely based on the topic of
Black History Month.
“Essentially it is just a
poetry slam, but with a mix
of different types of performance,” Black United
Students preisdent Alexis

Tyson said.
Tyson said the slam will
include anything from monologues, to raps and poetry.
“This time around, the
topics that performers will
focus on will incorporate
some element of being
black/African
American
to honor Black History
Month,” Tyson said.
Makayla
Shaffer,
a
sophomore biology and
psychology double major,
spoke on the opportunity
the event brings to Marshall
students to be creative and
have an open platform to
express themselves.
“I think it’s great that
they’re bringing awareness
to Black History Month
through a poetry slam,”
Shaffer said. “It gives an
opportunity for students

WMUL’S

Alternative Charts
1. “Nothing Feels Natural” - Priests
Priests’
album
cover. Priests is a
group from Washington D.C. “Nothing
Feels Natural” was
released Jan. 27

2. “Live In Paris” - Sleater-Kinney
3. “Snowdonia” - Surfer Blood

This week’s WMUL Hip-Hop charts are a repeat of
last week’s charts. More music can be found 24/7 at
marshall.edu/wmul.
page designed and edited by WILL IZZO| izzo@marshall.edu
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to get creative and express
themselves on this topic.”
Another student Zach
Shamblin, a senior ecology
major, said, “It’s a creative
way of bringing Black History Month to the public.”
Imani beard, a sophomore
psychology major, spoke on
Black History Month as a
whole, and its importance
to black Americans.
“Black History Month
is not just for Black
American history, but the
celebration of all black
people around the world,”
Beard said.
The event is one of many
events occurring at Marshall in honor of Black
History Month.
Alexia Lilly can be
contacted at lilly207@
marshall.edu.
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